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From the Helm  

Please submit your recommended “Book” 
of Nautical Interest w/review to the Editor 
for inclusion in our newsletter.! 

G reetings,    

This is my last official letter to the best group of people on earth!  I hope all 
of you have had as much fun as I have this year;   with all the booths that were 
manned, socials attended, meetings gone awry, island clean-ups, mangrove 
plantings, kayaking on the river and most of all, a major drama production, the 
Murder Mystery Dinner. 

Again, I would like to thank all the members that did the jobs that not all people 
do.  The ones who make all the calls to remind you about meetings, events; also 
those who bring refreshments to meetings, and to the people that open their 
houses for our socials. Without these people and the rest of you, my job would 
have been a lot harder. 

I'm looking forward to the next Bridge and what the possibilities they have to 
reach out and take the world by storm. I think Charmaine will be a fantastic 
Commander especially with the Bridge which has been put together, the sky is 
the limit. 

We are about to have our annual Change Of Watch.  I'm looking forward to  
thanking all the members for their help, not only this past year, but some for their 
continued support for our squadron. 

We have had a very successful year with our growth and retention of members; 
we ended 2016 +19%.  We did this while most squadrons around the country are 
losing members. I guess it was a combination of great recruiting and the fact that 
we live and play in the best place on earth. 

Smooth sailing, 

Cdr David W. Albury Sr. P  

SISPS is on Facebook! 

Please visit our website and “Like Us”. 

Click on the logo above or go to 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/ 

 

We’re on the web at: 
www.sebastianinletps.org 

mailto:editor@sebastianinletps.org
http://www.sebastianinletps.org
http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/
http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/
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25 March 2017 

 Description of the Advanced Grades courses required 
by the United States Power Squadrons  -  Part Two 

Part two is continued from the February 2017 issue of The Sebastian Inlet, 
SEO Column. 

Junior Navigation 
Junior Navigation is the first of a two-part program of 
study in offshore (open coast) navigation. It is designed 
as a practical, how-to-course. Subject matter includes: 
basic concepts of celestial navigation; how to use the 
mariner's sextant to take sights of the sun; the 
importance and techniques of accurate time 
determination; use of the Nautical Almanac; how to 
reduce sights to establish lines of position (LOPs); and 
the use of special charts, plotting sheets and other 
navigational data for offshore positioning and passage 
planning.  
Navigation 
This is the second part of the study of offshore 
navigation and is the companion course to Junior 
Navigation. The student is introduced to additional sight 
reduction techniques for the moon, planets, and stars, 
and develops greater skill and precision in sight taking, 
positioning and the orderly methods of carrying on the 
day's work of a navigator at sea. Of particular interest 
and importance is the study of electronic offshore 
navigation planning and execution using downloadable 
computer software.  
 
As a follow up to an earlier newsletter article, the following 
was reprinted from the March, 2017 Sky & Telescope 
magazine: 
 
“Bringing order to chaos, the International Astronomical 
Union (IAU) has approved standardized spellings and 
designations for the traditional names of 212 bright 
stars. 

In a series of resolutions from 1922 to 1930, the 
international body approved standard spellings, 
abbreviations, and borders for the 88 official 
constellations.  This reform eliminated much confusion, 
including grave problems with respect to newly 
discovered variable stars, whose designations name 
the home constellation. 

Although there was widespread hope that a 
similar procedure would be applied to traditional 
star names, such as Sirius, a lack of urgency and 
the incredible messiness of the problem kept that 
from happening.   

Until now.  The official 212 names bring the total 
number of IAN-approved star names to 227, 
including Proxima Centauri, the closest star to 
the Sun. 

Why hasn’t this been more of a problem in the 
past?  Largely because most of these “popular” 
star names aren’t really all that popular – and 
never have been.  The name Sirius has been in 
continuous use with minor spelling variations for 
more than two millennia, but that’s a rare 
exception.  Roughly half the names in the IAU 
list, while traditional sounding, were in fact 
invented after 1800.  I count just 18 of them as 
universally recognized by amateur and 
professional astronomers, and all of these have 
been standardized, or nearly so, for 100 years:  
Aldebaran, Altair, Antares, Arcturus, Betelgeuse, 
Canopus, Capella, Castor, Deneb, Fomalhaut, 
Polaris, Pollux, Procyon, Regulus, Rigel, Sirius, 
Spica, and Vega. 

If you can point out all 18 of these stars in the 
sky, pat yourself on the back:  you’re a highly 
educated stargazer.” 

By Tony Flanders 

 

Lt/C D. “Mag” Mangold,SN 
seo@sebastianinletps.org 

mailto:seo@sebastianinletps.org
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Lunch Bunch Website 
lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com 

25th Annual Pelican Island Wildlife Festival 

18 March 2017—Riverview Park 

“In March, the Pelican Island Wildlife Festival is 
held to celebrate the first national wildlife refuge 
established in our country by President Theodore 
Roosevelt back in 1903.  This very special day 
unites all the environmental groups in our area who 
promote the preservation and protection of our 
historical and natural resources. For more 
information, visit  www.firstrefuge.org...” (excerpted 
from http://www.firstrefuge.org/pelican-island-wildlife-festival/  
(website))   

SISPS BOOTH EVENT at the Festival:   

Cdr Elect Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S requests a 
“few good men/women” from 1000 to 1600 (10am 
til 4pm) to man the SISPS P/R booth at the Pelican 
Island Wildlife Festival event on Saturday, 18 
March down at the Riverview Park. 

Members are requested to volunteer to man the 
booth - 2 hr shifts; if you only have an hour, that’s 
ok too!  Also set up and breakdown manpower is 
needed from 0900-1000 (setup) and 1600 - 1700 
(breakdown).  

Please contact Charmaine by text or phone at 425-
359-4242; or e-mail:  xo@sebastianinletps.org and 
let her know you can help!. 

Plan on coming early, there will be lots to interest 
you and your family.  This is also the 114th birthday 
of Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge.  There 
are many exhibitors, including arts, crafts, 
environmental and food vendors. 

Events include live wildlife shows throughout the 
day featuring reptiles and birds of prey, as well as 
discounted hourly pontoon boat tours to Pelican 
Island.  Many more events and activities are 
planned. 

If you can make it and help out at our booth you will 
have fun; and you will be helping promote the goals 
of our squadron, and an added benefit - the 
upcoming public boating course. 

Be safe on the water! 

March Events 
5 March 2017 

Change of Watch 
Time: 1730 

Vero Beach Yacht Club 
 

7 March 2017 
Lunch Bunch 
Time:  1130 

Capt’ Hirams 
 Blackfins Riverfront Grill 

  
11 March 2017 
Monthly Social 

Time:  1800 
Host:  P/C Marnie Sullivan, AP 

(Wear your Green!) 
 
 

13 March 2017 
Executive Committee Mtg 

Time: 1900 
Sebastian Yacht Club 

  
18 March 2017 

Pelican Island Wildlife Festival 
Time:  1000-1600 

Riverview Park, Sebastian 
 

25 March 2017 
ABC Public Boating Course 

Time: 0730—1700 
Activity Center 
1225 Main Street 

 
27 March 2017 
Members’ Mtg 

Time: 1900 
Sebastian Yacht Club 

SISPS is on Facebook, please visit our 
page and “like us at” 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/ 

Questions, contact P/D/Lt/C Ron Ray, JN 

http://www.firstrefuge.org/pelican-island-wildlife-festival/
http://lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com
http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/
https://smile.amazon.com
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 Lightning on the Water 

I have always been fascinated by 
lightning, and my guess is that I am 
not alone in this.  Spring and early 
Summer can be the best times to 
view this exciting event and if you are 
a camera buff, get the best pictures.  
I have known photographers that will 
wake in the middle of the night to get 

the perfect shot.  I am not one of them as I love my 
sleep, but I share their interest.  When you are on 
the water and lighting occurs, it can be even more 
exciting…and dangerous.   In the United States 
alone, there are about 90 deaths per year on the 
average due to lighting strikes.  Compared to the 
over 600 deaths per year from drownings that could 
have been prevented by wearing life jackets, this is 
small, but if you or one of your family or friends are 
one of these “statistics”, it is significant. 

If you cruise around the Internet, you’ll even see 
web sites published by and for lightning survivors.  
People tell stories of how they’re now broadcasting 
classical music from their fillings after taking a 
50,000 volt hit.  Can you blame people for finding 
this fascinating?   For the record, here are some 
things about lightning that may surprise you.   

1. Although three-quarters of the surface of the 
earth is covered by water, there are significantly 
more lightning strikes over land.  This should 
provide some solace to those who have an 
unnatural fear of being vaporized at the helm.  

2. The average length of a lightning bolt is six 
miles.  This doesn’t mean that if you are seven 
miles from a storm you should climb the nearest 
mast and wave a copper plate in the air with one 
hand while thumbing your nose at the clouds 
with the other.  On the other hand, as 
unpredictable as lightning seems to be, it might 
not make a difference.  

3. Having a lightning protection system on your 
boat (a masted cone of protection with heavy 
copper bonding straps and a massive copper 
plate nailed to the hull) will not prevent a 
lightning strike.  It may even increase the 
possibility of a strike per an article by 
“Commander Bob”, but what it will do is minimize 
damage to the boat and the boat’s people if you 
do get hit.  That’s a good enough reason to 
consider protection on your vessel.   

The thing to remember is that there are no absolutes 
with lightning, on land or on the water.  When 
dealing with an element of such power, such energy 
and such unpredictability, a prudent individual will do 
everything possible to avoid it.  Remember, the best 
way to manage the risk of lightning is by avoidance.  
If you see a storm approaching, and can get off the 
water, do so.  If you can’t, put on lifejackets, keep 
your passengers low in the boat and clear of 
electronics, cables and conductive metals.  If there 
is a wind with the storm, head into it.  If you are 
being pushed toward a dangerous situation, or 
shore, lower an anchor form the bow and play out 
lots of line.  Here, as in most things in life and 
boating, common sense goes a long way toward 
getting you and your passengers home safely.   

Now, grab your camera, put on rubber-soled shoes, 
take off all your jewelry, and go out and see if you 
can find something interesting to photograph. 

Article written by: 

Lt Dan Fortman, P  Safety Officer 

Mansfield Power Squadron, D/7 
(Submitted by Bruce Sabol, P) 
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Social hosted by Lt/C Charmaine 18 February 2017 

Kayak Clinic 11 February 2017  

National Safe Boating Week 
20 - 26 May 2017 
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Boating Activities Nautical Trivia & Fun Facts 

Get cracking:  The expression "get cracking" 
means to get moving or hurry up. It is a common 
slang expression indicating the importance of 
haste. It possibly comes from the old sailing 
expression "cracking on" meaning "to speed more 
sails". 

Feeling Blue:  Today 'feeling blue' means being 
sad or depressed.  It comes from a custom that 
was practiced when a ship lost its captain during a 
voyage.  The ship would fly blue flags and have a 
blue band painted along her hull when she returned 
to port. 

Dungarees: A coarse kind of unbleached cotton 
cloth. The term dates back to the 18th century, 
from the Hindi word 'dungri', a particular type of 
sturdy Indian cotton cloth that was used for making 
sails. 

by Lt Don Robertson 

Create an AmazonSmile Account ! 

February just flew by!  In addition 
to our very successful Kayak 
Clinic at Hardee Park  held 11 
February with special thanks to Lt 
Dottie Billington, we had a small 

group paddle and picnic at Round Island Park.  
Wonderful weather and time! 
(see more Kayak Clinic photos on page 6. 

We are looking at Pelican Island, Turkey Creek, 
and/or Sebastian River for March.  Blue Cypress 
Lake is in the planning stages for mid April or May.   

We also have information on a kayak adventure at 
the Brevard Zoo.  This would also be fun for non 
paddlers to meet there for lunch!. 

More on all of this very soon! 

Lt Dave & Lt Karen West 

   

Spoil Island Cleanup  Photos  18 February 2017   
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Spoil Island Cleanup 

18 February 2017 

The garbage and trash left by heartless boaters 
on SISPS’s adopted island IR-13 was enough to 
make many members angry and others teary-eyed.  
Never in all our years of caring for the Indian 
River Lagoon’s Spoil Islands IR-12, 13 & 14 have 
we ever seen this type of disregard for the 
tranquil fragile environment these island jewels 
offer to the community.  Whoever is responsible 
should be ashamed of themselves and keelhauled.  

Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron members 
are grateful our ‘Friends of the Spoil Islands’ 
Ambassador Terry alerted us a few days prior to 
the cleanup as to what to expect.  Twenty-two 
squadron members with guests were able to come 
prepared; collecting a dozen heavy plastic trash 
bags full: an air-mattress, a large rubber mat, 
wrought-iron rebar stakes, folding chair, used 
bags of (human) waste, along with the usual 
assortment of aluminum cans, glass bottles, 
plastic drink containers and dishware.   
In spite of the trash, squadron members still 
enjoyed a BBQ picnic afterwards sharing pot-luck 
side dishes and camaraderie on a beautiful day.  
Our little corner of paradise now sparkles again.  

 

By Lt Cat Mangold, N  Environmental Liaison 
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Spoil Island Cleanup 18 February 2017 Cont’d 
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Change of Watch 
05 March 2017 

Vero Beach Yacht Club 

1730 

Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Jay Kalish 
Debbie Sladen 
Dorothy Billington 
Michael Jackson 
Mary Price 
Bill Schulke 
Joan Clarke 
Ray Sullivan 
Tina Harman 
Cathy Mangold 
 
Regina Trifiro 
Don Robertson 
Susan Valley 
Sharon Matteson 
Lee Slovik 
Gloria Schulke 

02 Mar 
05 Mar 
08 Mar 
08 Mar 
10 Mar 
15 Mar 
22 Mar 
22 Mar 
27 Mar 
31 Mar 

 
05 Apr 
11 Apr 
12 Apr 
20 Apr 
29 Apr 
30 Apr     

March - April 2017 

Notice 
Ensign Magazines Wanted 

If you are not saving your Ensign 
Magazines, the Membership Com would 
like to recycle them by giving them out to 
prospective members and ABC students 
at our booth events and public classes. 

Contact Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S. 

AmazonSmile 
Please see flyer attached for complete 
information on the AmazonSmile program 
where you can donate money to our 
squadron  without costing you a thing.  If 
you shop on Amazon.com you can have 
0.5% of your purchase price donated to 
our squadron.  

In Memoriam 

1928 - 2017 

Lt Raymond S. Sullivan, P 
2016-2017 Squadron Chaplain 

“Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us every day,” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Message from P/C Marnie 

“Thank you all for your love and support during the 
hospitalization and subsequent passing of my husband, 
Ray.  Thank you also for the beautiful flowers the 
squadron sent.  It was wonderful to see so many of you at 
his memorial service.  I’m comforted to know my sorrow 
is shared by everyone who knew and loved Ray. 

Marnie Sullivan” 
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Sign up for a course today !! 

From the Editor 
Thank you 

Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S 
P/Lt/C Jay Kalish, S  
Lt Cat Mangold, N 
Lt Don Robertson 

Bruce Sabol, P 
 Lt Debbie Sladen 

who contributed articles/photos 
 for this issue! 

ABC Public 
Boating Course 
25 March 2017 

Deadline Next Issue 
20 March 2017 

Pelican Island Wildlife Festival 18 March 2017 

Upcoming National/District Events 

  28-30 Apr 17 District 8 Spring Conference, Embassy Suites, PGA   

 20-26 May 17 National Safe Boating Week 

 10-17 Sep 17 Governing Board Meeting, Dallas, Texas 

 MEMBER SPONSERS  

  

Notices 
 

SISPS COW 
5 March 2017 

1730 
Vero Beach Yacht Club 

 
Pelican Island Wildlife 

Festival 
18 March 2017 
Riverview Park 

1000 - 1600 
 

ABC Course 
25 March 2017 

0730 -1 730 
Members are welcome to 

come observe, proctor, etc. 

   



Did you know that you can donate money to our squadron without costing you a thing? It’s true.  If you shop on 

Amazon.com, you can have 0.5% of your purchase price donated to our squadron.  AmazonSmile is a website 

operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile ( https://smile.amazon.com/ ), the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the eligible charitable organization of your choice 

(make sure that you select our squadron). 

  

No Cost to Customers or Charitable Organizations 

There is no cost to charitable organizations or to AmazonSmile customers. AmazonSmile has the same wide selection 

of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as Amazon.com, including Amazon Prime member benefits. 

The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations selected by 

customers. 

  

Set Up 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from 

eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase 

you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation.  

  
1. 1. You will be presented with a text box to enter your charity. Enter “United States Power Squadrons” (without 

quotes). 
2. 2. Click on Search.  You will then be presented with a list of squadrons. 

3. 3. Scroll down till you see Sebastian.  

4. 4. Click on ‘Select’. 

5. 5. SMILE.  Now every purchase you make on smile.amazon.com puts money in our coffers! 

  

Purchases Eligible for Donations 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible 

for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 

renewals are not currently eligible. 

  

Managing your AmazonSmile Account 

You can manage your purchases and other account information on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile using a single 

account. You can use your existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile if you have one, or create a new account if 

you don’t. 

Article Submitted by P/D/Lt/C Ron Ray, JN 

https://smile.amazon.com
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